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deseription of a very young specimen of Lophoictinia isura, 
and states that the bird which he had previously described in 
his work as “ young,” proved not to be “really immature.” 

I have already alluded, in ‘ The Ibis’ for 1870, p. 536, to 
a specimen of this Kite in the Norwich Museum, which there 
is reason to believe was killed in New Zealand, where, if sueh 
was really the fact, it can only have occurred as an accidental 
visitor. 

[To be continued. ] 


V.—On Agapornis swindernaina. By Dr. G. HARTLAUB. 


AGAPORNIS SWINDERNIANA (Kuhl). 
Psittacus swindernianus, Kuhl, Consp. Psittac. (1820) p. 

62, t. 2 (fig. mala). 

Psittacula swinderniana, Wagl. Monogr. (1832) p. 621. 
Agapornis swinderniana, Selby, Nat. Libr. vol. vi. (1836) 

p. 118, t. 2 (fig. mala); Bourj. Perr. t. 98 (Kuhl !); Brehm, 

Papag. t. 86 (Kuhl!). 

Poiocephalus swindernianus, Sw. Classif. B. ii. p. 301. 
Psittacula swindereni, Finsch, Papag. ii. p. 682; Cab. 

Journ. Orn. 1877, t. 5.f.2 (fig. bona) ; Cab. & Reichen. Orn. 

Centralbl. 1876, p. 26, et 1878, pp. 64. 

? Leona Parrakeet, Lath. Gen. Hist. ii. p. 263, undè 
Agapornis picta, Hartl. Orn. Westafr. p. 169. 

Diagn. Læte psittacino-viridis; semitorque nuchali nigro, 
alteroque inferiore cx fulvescente luteo; colli lateribus, 
pectore et interscapulio viridescente lavatis; tergo infe- 
riore, uropygio et supracaudalibus lætissime cyaneis ; 
rectricibus duabus intermediis viridibus, reliquis in di- 
midio basali scarlatinis, fascia antcapicali latiore nigra, 


ipsis apicibus viridibus; rostro obscure corneo-cerule- 
scente. Long. tot. 15 cent., al. 9 cent. 4 mill. 


In the year 1820 Kuhl described and figured, in his well- 
known ‘Conspectus Psittacorum,’ a new Parrakeet from a 
specimen in the Laugier collection at Paris, which he named, 
after the famous Professor van Swinderen, of the Groningen 
University, Psittacus swindernianus. This unique type spc- 
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cimen having disappeared, and no other one existing in any 
European collection, Dr. Finsch was fully justified in stating, 
in his monograph of Parrots, that the species was a very 
doubtful one, and that he was inclined to take it for an 
Portetact. 

In the second volume of his ‘General History of Birds,’ 
Latham described a Parrakeet from Sierra Leone, after a spe- 
cimen in the collection of Mr. Brogden—the Agapornis picta 
of my book on the Birds of Western Africa. What has 
become of this specimen in later times is entirely unknown. 
Now I feel almost sure that this “ Leona Parrakeet” of old 
Latham is nothing but the Swinderen’s Parrot of Kuhl, the 
only essential difference in the descriptions of both being 
that Latham designates the colour of the chin and throat as 
“of a fine pale grey,” whereas these parts are yellowish green 
in Psittacus swindernianus. This difference is neverthe- 
less an important one; and, for the present, the question 
regarding the identity of both birds remains an open one. 

It is not quite certain whether the figure published by Mr. 
Selby im vol. vi. of ‘The Naturalist’s Library’ (Parrots) is 
simply copied from Kuhl; but very probably it was. When 
Mr. Selby writes, “ only seen in a few collections,” this was 
certainly but a mere phrase. The figure he gives proves that 
it was not taken from a specimen. In this figure the median 
tail-feathers are of a most brilliant blue, instead of dark green, 
and the colour of the nuchal band is a pale sulphur-yellow, 
instead of the dark fulvous yellow it ought to be. Also his 
indication of South Africa being the habitat is a mere hazard- 
ous assertion. 

Kuhl’s figure in the Nov. Act. Leop. is also a very poor 
one, and not in accordance with the description he gives. 
The obsolete greenish-blue colour of the uropygium and upper 
tail-coverts, as well as the fine yellow colour of the neck, are 
altogether false. 

Up to the year 1876 the “ Psittacus swindernianus” of 
Kuhl was not to be found, so far as I know, in any collection 
of Europe or America. It was certainly therefore a most 
interesting fact, that one of the collectors of Dr. H. Dohrn, 
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of Stettm, Mr. Schweizer, rediscovered this fine species in 
the colony of Liberia. 

Dr. Dohrn informs me that Mr. Schweizer met with this 
Parrot in the interior of the colony, where it frequents the 
fruit-trees and oil-palms in flocks of from ten to twenty indi- 
viduals, but is not very abundant. Ten examples were pro- 
cured altogether, whereof two are now in the Berlin Mu- 
scum, one in the Bremen Museum, one in the Museo Civieo 
of Genoa, and one in the collection of Count E. Turati of 
Milan. Four very fine skins whieh remain in Dr. Dohrn’s 
hands, are still to be had at 60 marks apiece. In Cabanis’s 
‘ Journal fiir Ornith.” for 1877 there is a very good figure of 
the species, taken from one of these specimens. 

Kuhl’s description being very incomplete, I subjoin a 
better one :— 

Ad. 8. The prineipal colour is a vivid Parrot-green ; sides 
of head, under wing-coverts, and under tail-coverts paler; a 
short nuchal band black, irregularly bordered below by 
another of an obsolete fulvous yellow; this yellow band ex- 
tends in a paler and more indistinct hue round the fore neck, 
upper part of back, throat, and breast, more or less shaded 
with a fulvescent lemon-yellow ; lower part of back, uropy- 
gium, and upper tail-coverts of an intense and most splendid 
blue ; basal half of tail-feathers of a fine scarlet, followed by 
a black band before the green tips; underside of the apical 
part of the rectrices pale glaucous bluish; scapulars and 
smaller wing-coverts green; larger wing-coverts and remiges 
black, margined with green on the outside; beak of a dark 
bluish horn-colour, with paler tomiz and culmen ; feet 
bluish. Total length 15 centims., wing 94 mill., tail 34 mill. 

The sexes do not differ in colour; but in the young bird 
the breast is not yellowish, as in the adult, but of an obsolete 
and pale greyish green, and the black nuchal collar is entirely 
wanting. 


